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Government's reaction to all this was sharp: if Indians carried
out the threat, they would compel Government to come to "plain
terms". Gandhiji explained that the campaign would be an at-
tempt to "cling to the beautiful vision" of the British Constitution,
and Passive Resisters were "prepared to fight for making it a reality
or die in the attempt", (p. 72)
Government appeared to relent and agreed to restore existing
rights under the Cape and Natal laws and amend the Immigration
Bill in some respects. But it would not budge from its position
regarding Indian marriages. Gandhiji made it clear that he sought
recognition only of marriages performed in India according to the
Hindu and Muslim faiths. The law could be modified to bring it
in line with the Transvaal marriage law which recognized European
marriages. Government came out with a stipulation that Indians
should produce marriage registration certificates; this,, Gandhiji
made it clear, was neither possible, since the practice of registration
did not obtain in India, nor necessary, since Indian marriages were
performed with due public solemnity, Gandhiji made much use
of the friendly and sympathetic feeling of a small group of European
M.P.s at Cape Town to press amendments to the Immigration Bill,
but such amendments as Government accepted were inadequate.
On June 2, Gandhiji declared in an interview that passive resistance
was inevitable if Government failed to meet Indian demands*
The Government, on its side, appeared to view the probability
of a resumption of satyagraha with serious concern. Lord Gladstone,
Union Governor-General, in the course of a confidential despatch,
urged the Colonial Office to represent to the Indian Government
the gravity of the situation and to ask them "to use such influence
as they may possess with Gandhi and others" to avoid a crisis. He
was doing his bests he observed, to secure the total abolition of the
£3 tax.
Government decided early in June to exempt only women from
the tax. Gandhiji pointed out that the promise of repeal made
to Gokhale implied no discrimination against men. The Immi-
gration Bill was passed on June 11, and on June 13 he declared
that, unless Royal assent was withheld and the assurance in terms
of ^the Provisional Settlement of 1911 was implemented, passive
resistance by men and women would commence. The British
Indian Association followed, on June 16, with a formal request
to ^Governor-General to withhold approval of the Act,
Gandhiji decided to make a last-minute bid to avert the impen-
4ing crisis. He went to Pretoria, presented on June 28 the Indian
case and demanded an assurance that the law would be amended

